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by Daniel Willms, Executive Director

A great unmet need for reducing homelessness in Walla
Walla County is an emergency shelter for single women. It
has been identified as a top priority in the County’s 10-Year
Plan to reduce homelessness. At Helpline, we see a constant
stream of single women caught in difficult circumstances, liv-
ing on the street and in need of a place to sleep in safety. We
have very little to offer them beyond three nights in a local
motel which is not always available and certainly not adequate
to help them shift into a more stable situation.

Together with other social service agencies in Walla Walla,
the staff at Helpline has been working diligently since late
Spring of this year to research the viability of a local women’s
shelter. As with many worthwhile endeavors, the solution
comes down to dollars and cents. We have the will and the
skill in our community, we really just need money at this
point to make this vision come true.

What is it going to take? Ideally, about $100,000 per
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year; however, to get started, approximately half that amount
($50,000) is needed. This will provide a shelter for up to 10-

12 women per night including shower and laundry facilities

and most important of all, case management support to help
these women quickly transition to more permanent housing
and successful life solutions.

Who are these women? Some are escaping abusive rela-
tionships; numerous are caught in a cycle of poverty stem-
ming from situations like teen pregnancy; many are battling
the disease of addiction to drugs and alcohol; others struggle
with chronic physical and mental health issues.

How can you help? If you can contribute financially to
this exciting project, please do. It will make an incredible
impact on the lives of so many women, giving them another
chance to make positive life changes. Call me, Daniel Willms,
or Mariah Weston at 529-3377 if you would like more infor-

mation about the proposed emergency women’s shelter.
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A special thank you to Sue Gillespie for chairing Helpline’s

Our Sincere
Sue Gillespie

September 19th Patio Sale. Many donations of household
items, furniture, clothing, shoes, tools, books, CDs and
videos, etc., were displayed in the patio area north of the
building. The weather was also totally cooperative that Friday
which assisted in steady foot traffic.

The proceeds of $901 will be matched by Royal Neigh-
bors of America of Milton-Freewater and used to purchase a
number machine called a Turn-O-Matic which utilizes paper
rolls of consecutive numbers and a digital display unit to let
Helpline’s clients know when their number is being called.

A thank you to Helpline’s employees and volunteers for
the many hours they donated to this fundraiser and also to
all of those in the community who supported this project by
purchasing items.

Larry Frank

We at Helpline offer a special word of gratitude to our vol-
unteer, Larry Frank. He has developed software application
utilizing Microsoft Access called the “Client Services Docu-
mentation Retrieval System.” Larry has put hundreds of hours
into this project and has been a tremendous help in training
our volunteers and making the transition from our old filing

system. Thank you Larry!
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New Housing Coordinator
Mariah Weston is our full-time Housing Coordinator for
Helpline. She is a 2006 graduate of Whitman College
(B.A. -Religion) and has been employed by Whitman
College the past two years as a Residence Director at
Prentiss Hall. Mariah grew up in Colorado and Mon-
tana and came to Walla Walla in 2003. She is also
accomplished in dance and is currently teaching dance
at Whitman.

Mariah started volunteering at Helpline last year.
Her volunteer work included assisting in case manage-
ment for housing clients. She then became the interim
Housing Coordinator in April of this year and is now the
permanent Housing Coordinator as of September 1.

Mariah is currently implementing a case manage-
ment program for housing clients involving both student
interns and volunteers interested in getting direct expe-
rience in social work.

We welcome Mariah to Helpline! Her experience,
skills and personality make her an excellent addition to
our staff.

Save the Date

SoupPort Helpline 2009
April 22nd
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