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A ladleful of love

2008 SoupPort luncheon aims
to serve 600 bowls of soup

by Sarah Coben
SINCE THE SOUPPORT Helpline Luncheon started in
2006, the Walla Walla Valley has learned that behind a bowl
of soup is a new start, a safe place and a warm meal.

It provides bus passes so a man struggling to get
back on his feet can get to and from work. It hands a
woman a fresh start after leaving an abusive relation-
ship. It makes sure a little boy goes to sleep with a
full stomach.

In short, it makes a difference.

This year’s SoupPort luncheon will be Wednesday,
April 16, 11 a.m. to 1 p.m., at St. Patrick Catho-
lic Church in Walla Walla.

Your $25 donation not only buys you deli-
cious soup made by the culinary students at Walla
Walla Community College, but it also lets you take home
a ceramic bowl, artistically sculpted, glazed and donated by

local artists, businesses and community members.

Making a difference
The SoupPort luncheon is Helpline’s only major fundraising
event, and its funds help make possible the services Helpline
brings to our community each year. In 2007 alone, 6,700
people—almost half of whom were children—benefitted
from the food, shelter, transportation, medical, utility and
professional support available through Helpline.
“Homelessness and poverty affect everybody in our com-
munity, and the more we can do to support folks who are go-

ing through difficult times in their lives, the better off we all
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are. It strengthens everybody in our community,” says Sandi
Blackaby, coordinator for the 2008 luncheon. “Really, these
kinds of emergencies can affect people from all education and
economic levels. Things can happen in a person’s life, and
pretty soon, you're on the ropes. You can't just stand from
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afar and think, “Thatll never happen to me.”

Help us break our record
Last year, 450 people “soupported” the event. The goal this
year is for 600 patrons to take home works of art, full stom-
achs and the joy of serving others.

We encourage you to be one of them—to make a differ-
ence in the lives of your friends and neighbors. Call Helpline

at 529-3377 to purchase your tickets today!

16 S. Colville * Walla Walla, WA 99362 » 509.529.3377 * Fax: 509.529.3386 * www.helplineww.org




A season of .

transitions

by Sharon Longmire
ONE DEFINITION of life is the ability to grow, adapt and
change. Using that definition, Helpline is definitely alive! As
this newsletter is published, the Board of Directors, clients,
volunteers, and the community will be welcoming our new
Executive Director. At the same time, a little less publicly, there
is another change in Helpline’s leadership. I have completed 3
years as Board Chair and am very happy to sit back and assume
the position as “old chair” (my words, not the Board's). Actually
the official title of my ex-officio position is “past chair”. I have
thoroughly enjoyed the time I have spent helping to lead this
organization, and I expect to thoroughly enjoy my new position.
Please join me in welcoming the new slate of officers for
2008. Assuming the Board Chair position is Lynn Foust.
Lynn is employed by Baker Boyer Bank as Vice President in
Wealth Management. She is a native of Walla Walla, having

Yes, Helpline is growing and changing,
but the future is in good hands.

grown up here and has stayed to raise her family in our great
town. Lynn’s involvement with Helpline started ten years ago
as a volunteer one day a week on her lunch hour. Her dedi-
cation and ability was recognized and she was asked to join
the Board. Always willing to step in and help out, she was a

natural for assuming the leadership as Board Chair.

Lynn is joined by Vice Chair, Andrea Christiansen. Andrea
is employed by Coffey Communications as a graphic artist.
She has clearly shared her talents in updating our website, cre-
ating our logo and acting as editor of our newsletter. We are
blessed with her gifts as she assumes leadership on the Board.

The recording secretary for Helpline Board is Jane Coro-
nado. Jane is employed at Banner Bank as a senior credit loan
underwriter. She serves on Helpline’s Community Relations

committee and on the SoupPort Helpline

Planning Committee.
Our Treasurer is Grace Reiber. Grace has a
private counseling business and
also donates her skills at Good
Samaritan Ministries. We

are blessed that she is both

an accountant as well as a

\

counselor, and her gifts
are a welcome addition to
the Board.

Yes, Helpline is growing
and changing, but the future is
in good hands.

The Helpline Team

Elaine Simons
Admin. Assistant

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Lynn Foust
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Carol Paynter
Phyllis Pulfer
Paul Rasmussen
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STAFF

Dan Willms
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Wendy Gonzalez
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Fr. Patrick Kerst
John Lohrmann
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The people we

serve

2007 Helpline Client Demographics

Location of Residence

Households Total Individuals % of Total
Homeless* 310 571 8.5%
Walla Walla 1740 4956 74.0%
College Place 271 783 11.7%
Waitsburg 34 107 1.6%
Prescott 28 94 1.4% -
Touchet/Lowden 19 76 1.1% L o SR
Dixie/Burbank 19 53 0.8% L
Wallula 2 6 0.1%
Out of Area 27 54 0.8%
All Clients 2450 6700 100.0% —ge
Birth-5 15.1% 1012
*Homeless includes those facing eviction as well as individuals and families living in shelters, cars, or
temporarily staying with family or friends. 6-11 13.5% 903
Individuals Served Race 1217 |124% o
(All Household Members) White 57.7% 3863 18-24 13.0% 870
# of persons % of Total Hispanic 35.9% 2402 25-44 27.5% 1843
Men 2746 41.0% African American | 1.5% 93 45-54 10.4% 701
Women 2089 31.2% Native American | 1.4% 86 55-69 6.4% 427
Children 1865 27.8% Other 3.5% 256 70+ 1.7% 113
Total 6700 100.0% Total 100.0% 6700 Total 100.0% 6700
Meet the Director Assistant Director Honored by Red Cross

Daniel Willms, M. Div. (Western
Evangelical Seminary) is the new Ex-
ecutive Director of Helpline beginning
March 1. Dan, an ordained minister in
the Free Methodist Church, pastors
two churches, the new Vineyard Free
Methodist Church of Walla Walla and
the First Christian Church of Dixie.
Dan’s background, in addition to pastoral ministry, includes
construction project management and real estate sales.

He has two adult daughters and one granddaughter with
one on the way! Dan enjoys walking, camping, reading and
learning to play the guitar.

Wendy Gonzalez, Assistant Director at Helpline, was
selected to receive the Compassion in Action Award for her
efforts to improve the lives of others around her this past
year. Wendy was honored at the Third Annual Hometown
Heroes Breakfast held at the Marcus Whitman Hotel on
March 19. Congratulations Wendy!

CROP Walk

Helpline received a generous donation from the com-
munity as a result of the CROP (Communities Responding
to Overcome Poverty) Walk last October. Our thanks to
everyone who participated in this community-based inter-
faith event. The 2008 CROP Walk is scheduled for Sunday,
October 5.
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Helpline Thanks

AAWCC

Adams, Gordon & Suzanne
Adams, Jean H, MSW
Anderson, Renata
Anonymous

Assumption of the BVM
Church

Assumption School Kids
Astley, Doris

Avery, Beatrice

Babcock, Marguerite Clark
Bachtold, Wayne

Baffney, Thomas & Jane
Baker Boyer Bank

Ball, George & Nancy
Banner Bank

Barga, Jack & Mary
Barram, Douglas & Loretta
Barrett, James

Beck Survivor’s Trust
Benzel, Harold & Katherine
Blue Mtn Baptist Church
Blue Mtn Community Church
BMAC

Boggs, Wm Howard & Linda
Kastning

Bonnie Braden Trust

Bow, Eileen & Timothy
Bren, Ted & Lynda

Briggs, JW & DC

Bungard, Stanley
Burlingame, Cathy & Robert
Central Christian Church
Chapman, George

Chicken, Robert & Carrie
Christ Lutheran Church
Church World Service, Inc
Clara & Art Bald Trust
Claridge, Delva & Lawrence
Clarno, Leona

Clemen, Lorraine & Henry
Clizer, Charles & Merilyn
Collins, Larry & Joann
Coronado, Jane

Corvino, Joseph MD PS
Delaney, John & Sharon
Delphians

Desmond, John & Linda
Duncan, Gerard & Yvonne
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
First Assembly Of God

First Church Of Christ,

Scientist
First Congregational Church
First Presbyterian Church, CP
First Presbyterian Church, WW
Fischer, Dell & Marlene
Flemmer, Harry & Voncille
Fondahn, Wayne
Forge, Gregory & Judith
Foust, Tom & Lynn
Gehlhausen, Lawrence & Janet
Gilbert, William & Terri
Gisi, Michael
Goude, David & Connie

Grace United Methodist
Church

Graves, M.C. & Margaret
Griff, Art & Norma

Haley, Anne

Hamada, Craig & Catherine
Harman, Nadine

Harnett, Melvin & Barbara
Hastings, Vernon & Kathy
Hepker, Wilma

Herbert, Linda

Hunerlach, Donald & Alma
Irwin, James & Shirley
John Kelly

Kane, Eleanor

Keene, Lee P.

Kenneth B. Wells Charitable
Trust

Keymer, Marshall & Julie
Sanders

Key Technology
Kim, Helen
Klassen, Randy & Joyce

Leavitt, Noah

Lehmann, Donald & Polly
Lerman, Nina

Levan, Ted

Lincoln, Charles & Irene
Logsdon, Susan
Lohrmann Law Offices
Lyski, Peter & Marilou
Madison, Charlene
Madsen, Tom & Sandi
Maledy, Glenda

Martin, Joanne

Mather, Vickie
McCarthy, James & Jayne
McClellan, Rose Anne
McDevitt, Mike & Dana
Michelson, James & Sarah
Moerk, M’lisse & Charles
Montgomery, Dale & Elaine
Morton, Doug & Karen
Muzall, J.E. & H.A.
Nelson Irrigation Corp.
Newman, Alicia Kay
O’Brien, Dorothy
Pankaskie, D. & K.

Peck, Dale & Verna

Pelo Foundation

Phillips, Carmella

Pinza, Jack & Connie

Pioneer United Methodist
Church

Powers, Meribeth &
Timothy B.

Prohaska, Lynn & Nina
Prusia, Mr & Mrs Clayton
Pulfer, Phyllis & Robert
Queen, Aubrey & Susan
Reiff Manufacturing

Rotary Foundation of Walla
Walla

Rowley, John & Lynette
Ruzicka, Charles & Mary
Schafer, Curtis

Selby, Margaret

Sesser, George & Cathy
Shelton, Mrs. Kay
Shivley, Bernice & Glen
Shultz, Carolyn & Dan
Simon, Richard & Perla
Simons, Richard W. & J.
Marjorie
Slater, Rush & Charlene
Software Planning
St. Mary Medical Center
St Patrick’s Church
St Paul’s Episcopal Church
St Vincent De Paul
Stewart, Donald & Diane
Stockton, Leslie
Struthers, Bonny R.
Stubblefield Trust

Swayne, Mikaelyn A.
Cottier & Mark A.

Thompson, Carol Jean

Treis, Roger & Anita

Uhling, Charles & Norma

United Way of Walla Walla

Venneri, David

Venneri, Doug & Jodi

Veterans Of Foreign Wars

Viestenz, Myrtle

Walker, Jerry & Charlene

‘Wallin, Christine

‘Waters, Marjorie J.

Weller, Richard & Celia

White, Kay

Whitman College

‘Whitmore-Marshall
Marjorie

Wilder, P. L.

Williams, Katie & Robert

Wostenberg, Paula &
F. Alan

WW Chapter PSE

WW College Church
of SDA

WW County
WW County Bar Assoc.
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WW County Human
Services Fund

Zawatzky, Lawrence & Marie

Zimmerman, Don & Susan

In-kind donations

Barram, Loretta

Benzel, Steve

Beiter, William

Best Western

Beta Sigma Phi

Camp, Patricia

Clark, Brent

Clark, Janet

Coffey Communications
Cruz, Martina

Edison Elementary
Kindergarten Class

Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Ferguson, Dixie

Girl Scouts

Gonzalez, Wendy L.
Isaacs, Leonard

Johnson, James

Kegley, Stan & Patti
Kibler, Nola

King, Peter

Klinginstein, Pam

Larry, Arret & Terra
Leighty, Cecelia
Nordman, Alexis

Parrish, Ann

Pokipala, Wanda
Saager’s Rack

Saxum Printing

Spiess, Renae

St Patrick Church
Trujillo, Bill

Veterans Administrations
Walla Walla Valley Academy
Werst, Larry & Sharon
Wicher, Sandi

Wood, Doris

WWCC Mitten Free



