
By Gabriela Salvidea, Housing Coordinator

Along with services like 
food bank referrals, clothing 
vouchers, prescription assistance, 
and beyond, Helpline is at 
the frontlines of combating 
homelessness in Walla Walla. As 
Housing Coordinator at Helpline, 
I work closely with those who either are at risk of 
becoming homeless, or who already are homeless. 

Each month, I work with a budget of about $2,600 
that I apply toward rental assistance or emergency 
shelter. And each month— even though we screen clients 
closely for need and we only help households with rental 
or shelter once a year at most—it’s been a struggle not to 
exceed that budget. Where normally my budget allows 
me to help between 10 and 20 households, in December 
alone I helped nearly 40 households. While need has 
been especially high in December, each month has been 
climbing. The fact is that our budget barely scrapes the 
surface of the need in Walla Walla. 

Though the recession has officially been declared 
over, jobs are still scarce and families are still hurting. 
In particular, beginning this year, many of our county’s 
families will be cut from TANF (Temporary Assistance 
for Needy Families). General Assistance benefits, 
awarded to those who are physically or mentally unable 
to work, are being reduced to $266 monthly—and may 
eventually disappear altogether. Many of Helpline’s 
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clients depend on these benefits as their sole source of 
income. These facts indicate that need will only continue to 
climb in the new year. 

Donations toward this fund to keep families and 
individuals in their homes would be greatly appreciated.

Utility Assistance	 $_____

Rental Assistance	 $_____

STEP  
Women’s Shelter	 $_____

General Fund	 $_____
Your gifts help to prevent or relieve homelessness.  Thank 
you!
Please clip and return with your donation to:
Helpline • P.O. Box 776 • Walla Walla, WA  99362
Helpline is a non-profit organization dedicated to providing emergency 
social services to the residents of Walla Walla County.  For more information, 
call Daniel Willms, Executive Director, at (509) 529-3377.

Yes, I can help those in  
need in our community!

Please direct my gift as follows:

✂



Please remember the Helpline Endowment in your estate planning

Helpline Teams With CCY For Bikes
The Community Center for Youth has opened a new shop on Main Street in downtown Walla Walla for the repair and 
donation of used bicycles for people who can’t afford them, or for sale to the public.  The shop is located at 226 E. Main.

Helpline, a partner in the project, 
will refer low income families and 
individuals needing bikes. Priority 
will be given to those without 
affordable transportation who meet 
federal poverty guidelines.  

Bike Shop hours are initially 
5:00-7:00 p.m. on Wednesdays, or 
by appointment. To donate bikes or 
other resources to the project, or for 
more information, please call 509-
526-2571 or email abarbosa@wwccy.
org or contact Helpline at 529-3377 
or email dan@helplineww.org.

Members of the Homelink PTO present a check to Dan Willms, 
Executive Director of Helpline, for $600. The funds were raised 
at the Homelink Hunger Banquet where Willms was the fea-
tured speaker on hunger in Walla Walla County.

Dan Willms, Executive Direc-
tor of Helpline, receives a check 
from Dennis Ledford, owner/
broker of Coldwell Banker First 
Realtors, for $2600 in support 
of the STEP Women’s Shelter.

Wendy Gonzalez, Assistant Director (right), celebrates her 8th 
year anniversary with Helpline. She is pictured with long-time 
volunteer and now Volunteer Coordinator, Gwen Handcox (left).
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Needs List
Blankets

Clothing

Diapers

Shampoo

Toilet Paper

Toothpaste

Feminine  

Products
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STEP 
Women’s 
Shelter
582 Ash Street
Open 7 days per 
week

7PM- 7AM

Contact Helpline  
at 529-3377

Serving Single  
Homeless Women 
in Walla Walla 
County.
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Martuscelli, Dominic
Masla, John
McCarthy, James & Jayne
McClellan, Casey & Victoria
McClellan, Rose Anne
McCoy, Susan
McDevitt, Liz
Meliah, Tim E.
Miles, Ann
Miller, Cody
Morgan, Michelle
Moss, Steve
Muzall, J.E. & H.A.
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1-2-3 Printing
18 Hole Women’s Golf  

Association of the Walla 
Walla Country Club

American West Bank
Anderson Perry & Associates, Inc.
Andy’s Market
Assumption of the Blessed Vir-

gin Mary Catholic Church
Baker Boyer Bank
Bank of Whitman
Banner Bank
Blue Mountain Baptist Church
Blue Mountain Community 

Church
Blue Mountain Community 

Foundation
BMAC Food Bank
Bright’s Candies
Central Christian Church
Church World Service, Inc.

Clara & Art Bald Trust
Coldwell Banker First Realtors
College Place Seventh-Day 

Adventist Church
Columbia Rural Electric As-

sociation
Colville Street Patisserie
Community Bank
Double D Ranches
Doyle Electric
Eastgate Seventh-Day Adventist 

Church
Ellen’s Cutting Edge
Emmanuel Lutheran Church
Especially Yours
Ever-Ready Solutions
First Assembly of God
First Church of Christ, Scientist
First Congregational Church
First Presbyterian Church of 

College Place
First Presbyterian Church of 

Walla Walla
Franz Bakery Outlet
Grace Christian Center
Grace United Methodist 

Church Women
Hayden Enterprises Giving 

Fund
Herring Groseclose Funeral 

Home
Homelink PTO/Berney School
Inland Saxum Printing LLC
Irwin Mailing Service
Isaacs & Associates, Inc.
John’s Wheatland Bakery
Journey Church
Kenneth B. Wells Charitable 

Trust
Key Technology
Lostine Cattle Company
Main Street Conoco
McDonald Zaring Insurance
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Nelson Irrigation Corporation
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Pioneer United Methodist 
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Providence/St. Mary Medical 
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Rotary Club of Walla Walla
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Sapere Consulting, Inc.
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Walla Walla Valley
St. Francis Catholic Church
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St. Patrick Catholic Church
St. Paul’s Episcopal Church
St. Vincent de Paul Society of 

Walla Walla
Staples
Stubblefield Trust
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Trinity Lutheran Church of 

Walla Walla
United Way of Walla Walla
Vineyard Free Methodist 
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Veterans of Foreign Wars
Walla Walla Armory
Walla Walla Chapter PSE
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College
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lege Employees
Walla Walla County Health Dept.
Walla Walla Coffee Depot Club
Walla Walla Friends Meeting
Walla Walla General Hospital
Walla Walla Harvest Foods
Walla Walla Lock & Safe
Walla Walla Vineyard Inn
Walla Walla Union-Bulletin
Welcome Table Farm
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Whitman College
Wilcox Furniture
Women’s Fellowship- First 

Congregational Church
Women’s Rugby
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